Father O’Connor’s Homily for January 8, 2012

Feast of the Epiphany-B

Isaiah 60: 1-6

Ephesians 3: 2-3a, 5-6

Matthew 2: 1-12


There is an insert this weekend in all of the Sunday bulletins here and throughout our Diocese.  

It gives a status report on the parish consolidation process [parish closures and mergers] – and an accounting of the monies that have flowed from this project

All of the priests of our Diocese attended meetings this past week with Bishop Lennon and Mr. Jim Gulik [who is CFO for our Diocese] so that we could hear about this report first.

Please take a careful look at this report.

There is a lot of additional information on the website of the Diocese of Cleveland.  You will find the website address in this insert.
A teacher had told her class about today’s feast, the Epiphany – the visit of the Wise Men, the gifts of the Magi.  She asked them each to bring a gift for the Christ Child for their next class.
The children brought all kinds of predictable gifts:  blankets, toys, warm pajamas, mittens.  But one little boy brought a very unusual present:  he put a statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus next to the manger.

The teacher asked the boy about why he had chosen this gift for the Christ Child.   He responded, “Well, I wanted Him to see what He would look like when He grew up!”

What does Jesus look like today?  He looks like us!  After all, we were made in His image and likeness.  And we are all members of His Body, the Church.

People look to us to see what Jesus looks like today.  And we look for His presence in one another.  And we offer Him our gifts – for He did tell us that “whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for Me.”

I would like to thank you today – on this Feast of the Epiphany – for sharing your gifts with Jesus and His family, the Church, so generously.

We embraced “stewardship as a way of life” in October 2005.  And sharing our blessings of time and talent and treasure is very apparent!  May I point out some gifts of treasure that I am grateful for today – knowing that your generosity in this facet also reflects your generosity with your time and talent as well.
The Christmas collection this year totaled $63,585.  Thank you so much.

I thank you for being faithful year round to your  Sunday Offertory contributions.  Just like your household, the parish household – of which we are all a part – gets regular bills too.  And most of these get paid out of the Sunday collection.  As you have anxiety about your bills, so do I do about our parish family bills!  Thank you for your faithful and generous support.

I announced a “debt retirement” effort on the last Sunday of October.  As of this week, $221,846 has come in for this purpose.  This takes our debt down from $452,000 in October to $231,000 when our next payment is made.  Thank you so much.  And further contributions are still welcome!
This summer we did a feasibility study that showed that our parish supported a parish campaign to be combined with our Diocesan campaign.  Our Saint Joseph Parish priorities are:  eliminating our debt [and we are already on the way!], building a new multipurpose family center, and then adding additional parking and meeting space as our funds will allow.  Our combined campaign goal is $3.5 million.  

This combined campaign is already underway with advance leadership pledges being sought.  [I have been hard at work at this since November.]  You will be hearing more about this combined campaign between now and the month of May.  Stay tuned!

In August 2004 we began a partnership with the Archdiocese of Nassau in the Bahamas.  St. Francis Xavier Cathedral in Nassau is our sister parish, and St. Bede School, the smallest and poorest of the Catholic schools on the island, is our sister school.
Archbishop Pinder and Sister Marva [the principal of St. Bede School] have paid us visits here.  The two choirs of the cathedral were with us in July and October 2006.  We did a parish trip to Nassau in February 2007.  And Msgr. Moss, the Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Nassau, presented our parish retreat here in October 2008.
I have not been to Nassau in 4 years.  So I am leaving tomorrow to go there for some pastoral ministry – celebrating Mass at the Cathedral and strengthening our bonds with St. Bede School – and for some vacation.  So Fr. Becherer will be with you on the next two weekends.

In your monthly packet of envelopes is a blue one designated for our partnership with St. Francis Xavier Cathedral and St. Bede School.  From these contributions I will be taking with me a check for $3,750 for the cathedral and a check for $3,750 for St. Bede’s School.  For the year 2011, our parish has sent a total of $21,000 from these blue envelopes for our partnership with our Bahamian brothers and sisters in Christ.  Thank you for your goodness and generosity!  I will take your prayers and greetings along with me.
What does Jesus look like today?  He looks like us!  We were made in His image and likeness.  We are all members of His Body, the Church – whatever part of the world we live in.
People look to us to see what Jesus looks like.  And we look for His presence in one another.  And we offer Him our gifts – for He did tell us that “whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for Me.”
Thank you.  God bless you.  And happy Feast of the Epiphany!
