Father O’Connor’s Homily for December 26, 2010
Feast of the Holy Family

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14

Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23


An artist wanted to paint the most beautiful portrait of his whole career. But he thought he would get some advice on the subject matter. So he asked a priest, “What do you think is the most beautiful thing in the world?” The priest answered, “Faith. When I see faith in the lives of adults, in the lives of children – to me that’s the most beautiful thing in the world.”

He asked a newly-married woman what she thought was the most beautiful thing, and she said, “Love. Love, because with love, poverty can be looked upon as richness, and tears can be a bit sweeter. Love.”


He asked a soldier, “What do you think is the most beautiful thing in the world?” And the soldier answered, “Peace. The ugliest thing in the world is war, the most beautiful thing in the world is peace.”


Well, those were ideas for the painter – faith, love, peace. What was he going to paint though? So he went home, and he looked into the eyes of his children, and he saw faith. He looked in the eyes of his wife, and he saw love. And he looked at how his family interacted with each other, and he saw peace. So he painted a portrait of his own family as the most beautiful picture in the world, and he entitled it “Home.”

Today we celebrate a very warm feast – the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. There certainly was faith and love and peace in their home life.  That does not mean that Mary and Joseph and Jesus never had any troubles, never had any worries, never had any suffering. It means they cultivated faith and love and a peace which centered in Jesus Christ Himself. 


We look at our family life, our home life – the ways that you and I relate and interact with other people. For us, the picture isn’t finished yet. There are always touches that need to be made so that it becomes even more beautiful. But I ask you on this Feast of the Holy Family, during this season of Christmas, to reflect on your family life, your home life, the people that you regularly relate to. Is faith in evidence? Participating at Mass every Sunday, celebrating sacraments, including the sacrament of  Penance regularly? Prayer – every day; regular reading of the Bible – is there evidence in your family, in your personal life of faith? I hope so!

Love – how do you do in that category? I ask myself that same question. Are you quick to build somebody up regularly, regularly affirming them, or is it a lot of criticism that perhaps is needless, or that perhaps is trying to hurt somebody a bit? Love – is there love there? 


Is there Peace?  Is there peace in your home life, your family life, or are we constantly nursing old pains, old hurts? They’re always there…are we peace makers? Do we bring a peace when we enter a room?  Are people all the better because we’re there? Are we easy to live with and be around?


Faith – Love – Peace, these are components of a holy family life. We see them in Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and we cultivate these gifts with God’s grace in our own homes and families, and circles of influence.


We opened Mass with this prayer, and I offer it once again, that we make that prayer our own:


Heavenly Father, help us to live as the Holy Family, united in love and respect, and bring us joy and peace in your heavenly home.  In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
