Father O’Connor’s Homily for January 1, 2012

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God

New Year’s Day

Numbers 6: 22-27

Galatians4: 4-7

Luke 2: 16-21


On this New Year’s Day, we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God.  The divine Son of God truly became human in the womb of the Virgin Mary.  And she gave birth to Him in Bethlehem.


“Mary is our only savior from an abstract Christ,” says Coventry Patmore.  Mary teaches us, as no other person can, about the earthiness of Jesus Christ and His Church.

The Son of God who was conceived and carried in her womb, born in a stable, nursed at her breasts, cried on her shoulder, and grew under her care, can hardly be abstract and unreal.  Neither Jesus – nor His Mystical Body, the Church – are always neat, tidy and predictable.


Yet we expect that of the Church at times, don’t we?  Our pastor should be perfect, our parishioners always smiling, our bishop ever attentive, and the Church always pristine and pure.

Good grief!  Wake up!  Mary will set us straight.  We are working for a God who couldn’t even get a proper room for the birth of His Son, and yet we want a Church where everything is absolutely ideal all the time!

Something tells me that at the time of the flight into Egypt – when King Herod was out to kill all the children under the age of two because he was threatened by the news of a Newborn King – that even Mary might have been ready to get in touch with the Archangel Gabriel and call it all off.  There was nothing comfortable and cozy about any of that scene.


Mary teaches us that discipleship – serving her Son – brings uncertainty to us.  We can be very proud of our resumes and have a career path all charted out.  Mary smiles and says that when you say “yes” to the Lord you are surrendering your most prized commodity:  your desire to control every detail of your life.


“Get ready for surprises,” Mary says to us:  some plums, some prunes, some Bethlehems, and some lost-in-the-temple episodes.  In other words, be prepared for some twists and turns as you put your life in the hands of God.  But trust in God.  He does have a plan for you and it will turn out for the best.  So be faithful.

Mary shows us the necessity of being faithful to God in the joys and in the sorrows of being a disciple of Jesus.  She was there at the happiest moment ever – the first Christmas morning.  And she was there at the saddest event ever – at the foot of the cross on Good Friday afternoon.


Our lives will have their Bethlehems and their Calvarys too.  Mary’s lesson is that what is happening to us is not as significant as with whom it is happening.  For at the crib and at the cross she is close to Jesus.  That is faithfulness.


Mary’s impact on us would be so much less if we only had the account of her at Christmas and not at Calvary – if we only had the Madonna with Child and not the Pieta.


And so we are faithful to Christ and His Church when it is fresh and full of promise, alive and bouncy – as was the Infant of Bethlehem.  And we are faithful to Christ and His Church when it is lifeless and bleeding and torn – as on Calvary.

As the old saying goes, “God may not have favorites, but His Mother sure does.”  Jesus gave Mary to us to be our Mother too.  She looks at each one of us with the same motherly love with which she looks at Jesus.  She helps us to discover and persevere in our identity, our vocations and our mission to serve her Son, God’s Son, faithfully.

Holy Mother Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother too, we place our lives under your loving care.

