Father O’Connor’s Homily for January 29, 2012

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – B

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

1 Corinthians 7:32-35

Mark 1:21-28


Three weekends ago I told you that I was going to pay a visit to Nassau in the Bahamas…well, I’ve been there, and I’m back! My best friend, Father Jim Ols, went with me. (He’s the pastor of St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Elyria). 


I went down for vacation, but also for some pastoral ministry. As you know, we have a partnership with the Cathedral of Nassau, St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, and also with St. Bede’s School, which is the smallest and the poorest of the Catholic schools on the island of New Providence, where Nassau is located.


I had some wonderful experiences that I would like to share with you today. Two weeks ago right now, I celebrated both of the Sunday morning Masses at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, and gave the homily at both Masses – a great experience! It was like a homecoming. 


I mentioned to the people that their Mass schedule for Sunday morning is 8:30 and 11:00, and so is ours, and we’re in the same time zone. I asked them to remember that as they are celebrating Mass on Sunday morning, at that very same time so are we. So let’s join in prayer for each other as we strengthen our bonds of friendship in Jesus Christ. They said they would do that, and I know we will do that.


After the Mass, the Rector of the Cathedral, Father Glen Nixon, took Father Ols and me, along with the former Rector of the Cathedral, Father Kenny Forbes (who has visited us here) and another priest that was new to me, out for a late lunch. We had a marvelous time, and it just makes so clear to me the fraternity of the priesthood, wherever we’re from.

I also visited Sister Marva, the Benedictine Sister who is the principal of St. Bede’s School, at St. Bede’s School. Sister Marva told me that she watches us regularly on YouTube. This Mass is being recorded right now as you know, and will be on the Avon Lake Cable television station (channel 97) three times a day for a week. Our video ministry takes the homily out and puts it on YouTube, and you can find it on our parish website. Sister Marva said that in watching our homilies she feels very connected with us. So Sister Marva, I know that you’re watching – we offer to you, as your family here at St. Joseph’s in Avon Lake, our very, very best wishes, our prayers and our love for everyone at St. Bede’s School and in your Benedictine community!

We open Catholic School’s Week today, and what a wonderful graced opportunity we have to be in partnership with another Catholic School – in  another country, Nassau, the Bahamas – St. Bede’s. 


In the Gospel today we heard from Mark, chapter 1, verses 21-28, the very beginning of Mark’s Gospel. And what does Mark tell us? That Jesus entered the synagogue in Capernaum.  And what did He do there?  He began to teach. And He taught with authority.


What a wonderful Gospel for Catholic School’s Week! How fortunate we are to have our St. Joseph Parish School, where in every subject we strive to teach as Jesus taught, and we strive to learn as Jesus’ disciples. (The word “disciple” means “student” or “learner”). We are all disciples of Jesus, we are all life-long learners, and Christ is our teacher.  And He teaches with authority.

While I was in Nassau I also visited with Msgr. Preston Moss. Msgr. Moss is the Vicar General for the Archdiocese of Nassau and he is also the Pastor of St. Anselm’s Parish there. Msgr. Moss gave us our parish retreat in October of 2008, right here in St. Joseph’s Parish.  He had Father Ols and me to lunch twice at his parish house. What marvelous conversation!

And again, what a wonderful fraternity of the priesthood!


This past Wednesday evening, Archbishop Patrick Pinder, the Archbishop of Nassau, who has visited us here, came to where Father Ols and I were staying, and Father Ols made his world-famous salmon. We had a great dinner together, and again shared the fraternity of our priesthood.


I told everyone wherever I was in Nassau that we’re so grateful for our partnership, that we prayerfully support each other, and I thanked them for their love and offered them our love. At every place I was told, “When you go back to St. Joseph Parish, you tell the people of St. Joseph – our family – that we love you and that we pray for you.” I promised I would at my first opportunity, which is at this very moment.


Our own Diocesan Bishop, Bishop Lennon, has something very much on his mind right now, as do all the bishops of the United States. Bishop Lennon sent us a letter this week that was too late in arrival to go in our bulletins, but was so important that we have copies of his letter out in the gathering area for you to take home with you. Bishop Lennon felt this message was so important that he not only provided us with a letter, but he asked every priest in our Diocese to read his letter aloud at Mass so that everyone could hear. And so following our Bishop’s wishes, I’m going to do that right now.

(Please see the attached).


Again I encourage you to take home a copy of this letter found on the table in the gathering area, and I encourage you to take our Bishop’s letter – his teaching – to heart.

