Father O’Connor’s Homily for October 9, 2011

Twenty-Eighth Ordinary Sunday-A

Isaiah 25: 6-10a

Philippians 4: 12-14, 19-20
Matthew 22: 1-14


There was a suit-and-tie man named Harry who was just getting into the world of “business dress casual Fridays.”  So one Thursday he asked his wife, Esther, to purchase some things that he could wear to work the next day.

On Friday morning he went to the closet in their master bedroom, saw some new clothing hanging there, selected a sweater and put it on.


He said to himself, “I know that I have to give a major presentation today.  But they are just going to have to get used to a wilder and crazier Harry.”


After work he announced to his wife that his presentation had been a major success.  When she turned to look at him she was aghast and said, “You wore that sweater to work today?”


“Oh, yes, Honey.  I did,” he replied.  “And people really seemed to notice.  Thank you for purchasing it for me.”


“Harry,” she said.  “That was a new sweater I bought for myself!”


Jesus tells us parable in today’s Gospel.  It is about a wedding banquet that a king is giving for his son.  And those who were invited refused to come.  So the king extends an invitation to everyone in the streets to come to the feast.

One attendee from the streets was there without a wedding garment on, and the king had him thrown out into the darkness “where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.”


Why was the king so harsh to this guest?  Well, you see, in those days when commoners were invited to the royal palace for an event, they first visited “the robing room” where they could select something appropriate to wear, free of charge.


But this guest preferred to wear his own “business casual” to the royal wedding banquet rather than the free “tux and tails” that the king provided.


When we celebrate Mass, we are here for “the royal banquet of the Lamb of God.”  And you notice that all of us here in the sanctuary – the altar servers and I – are wearing special robes from the sacristy, our “robing room.”  And they are free and available for us to wear.


[Imagine how you would react if, instead of Mass vestments today, I were wearing a sweater and khakis.]

We have been invited to and we are here now for the Lord’s banquet.  And we are to be “clothed in Christ.”  What does this mean?

In the Sacrament of Baptism, we were washed clean from all sin and became spotless in God’s eyes by His grace.  And we were clothed with a white garment to symbolize this purity.


This white robe that I am wearing is called an “alb,” which is a Latin word for “white.”  It is a baptismal robe that reminds us that all we do in the life of the Church family begins with our Baptism.


The Sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation – Confession – was called “Second Baptism” by an early writer in the Church.  This sacrament gives us the graced opportunity to have our baptismal innocence restored.


The Eucharist – the Mass – is the celebration of the “wedding feast of the Lamb.”  These are the words we hear the priest say right before we receive Jesus in Holy Communion:  “This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  Happy are those who are called to His supper.”


Coming to this Eucharistic Feast, we are to be “clothed in Christ.”  With His grace we are to think with the mind of Christ, act with the will of Christ and love with the heart of Christ.


We are invited “to put on Christ” by receiving Him wholeheartedly as He speaks to us in His Holy Word [the Scriptures], through His Church , in His sacraments.

And we “put on the whole Christ” and not just the teachings that we like or agree with.  We embrace the whole Christ – with what comforts us and with what challenges us.


This is a parable about judgment and about heaven.  Yes, God wants everyone to go to heaven.  But heaven is not automatic.  Everyone was invited to the wedding banquet, but the king had words of judgment for the man who was offered a free wedding garment, but who did not bother to put it on.  He could have, he should have, but he didn’t.


And we will each be judged by God one day, and not on our terms but on God’s terms.  God freely gives us the invitation, but God waits for our response.


Today’s Gospel parable is about God’s desire that we all get to heaven, and God’s free gift to us of what it takes to get there – that we can accept or refuse.


The Mass is a preview here on earth of God’s eternal banquet in heaven.  His invitation to attend still stands, as does His offer that we wear the wedding garment – that we “put on Christ.”

And this all began with our baptism.  This is what the priest or deacon said to you on the day you were baptized when you were clothed with a white garment.  Take these words to heart:

“You have become a new creation, and have clothed yourself in Christ.  See in this white garment the outward sign of your Christian dignity.  With your family and friends to help you by word and example, bring that dignity unstained into the everlasting life of heaven.  Amen.”


Come to the Feast.  And be clothed in Christ.
