Father O’Connor’s Homily for 25 September 2011
Twenty-Sixth Ordinary Sunday-A
Ezekiel 18: 25-28

Philippians 2: 1-11

Matthew 21: 28-32

Jesus loved to tell stories – parables – especially when the ending was not what His audience was expecting. And today’s is a case in point. He begins the parable by saying, “A man had two sons…”As soon as we hear that there are two kids involved, we know we are in for some high drama! 

The man said to his first son, “Go out and work in my vineyard today.” That first son answered, “I will not go!”, but later changed his mind and went into the vineyard. He said to the second son, “Now go and work in my vineyard today,” and the second son answered, “Yes, sir! I’d be delighted to work in your vineyard!” But he never went.

And Jesus asks, “Which of those two sons did the father’s will?” The first son did – he had refused, but changed his mind and did it. The second son had agreed to go, but never showed up.

 Now, any of you who are parents know the atmosphere of this parable: when you say to your kids in your sweetest, most endearing voice – the one that you almost always use at home – “Oh my dear one, would you kindly clean your room?”  Or “help with the dishes?”  “Or if you wouldn’t mind, would you please get busy with your homework?” And sometimes “the doing” doesn’t get done, right? 

And young people – you know that great way to block what your parents want done – it’s called “the stall tactic.” “Oh yes, I’d be delighted to do that – in five minutes” or “as soon as this show is over.” Right? And sometimes “the doing” doesn’t get done.

No matter what our age or circumstances, you and I are in this parable. It’s meant for all of us.
 When Jesus first told the story, He’s looking at His audience: the Chief Priests and the Elders of the people are there. And He is asking them, “Who are you in this story? God gave you the responsibility for leading His people. You accepted the honor of the office, but you aren’t doing the work that it involves. You said, ‘Yes, I will go,’ but you never went.  You are the second son.
“And those people that you hold most in contempt – the prostitutes and the tax collectors – they are the ones that at first refused to do what God wanted them to do, but then they heard John the Baptist, and they took conversion to heart. Though they first refused, they changed their minds and did what God asked of them.  They are the first son.  And you know what? They’re way ahead of you in entering the Kingdom of Heaven.”

C.S. Lewis gives us this line: “God doesn’t love us because we’re good. God makes us good because He loves us.” This means that we are not good on our own power. We don’t earn God’s love. It’s the other way around.  God forgives us, gives us the grace of conversion to change our minds and do what He asks. God enables us to be good. God makes us good because He loves us.

We find ourselves, I believe, in this parable. Many times we do immediately what God asks us to do, but there are other times where we have said no to God, then we thought it over, and we changed our minds. God gives us the grace to come back and follow Him. “God doesn’t love us because we’re good. God makes us good because He loves us.”
There was a little girl who came to Mass on Sundays all by herself. She sat right in the front of the church. And it was a small town, and everybody knew why she was there alone. 
That little girl’s mom and dad were in the habit of throwing parties every Saturday night. There was a lot of drinking and inappropriate language and behavior going on which went well into the early hours of the morning. The truth of the matter is they didn’t come to Mass with their daughter because they were too hung over. But the little girl came faithfully.

One Saturday night, the party was especially noisy downstairs, and she woke up. The little girl came out of her bedroom in her robe and slippers, and she looked over the railing and saw a big table full of food and all of the people standing around, and she said, “Oh – did we forget to say grace before eating?” And she began from the pulpit of that staircase, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Bless us, O Lord, and these your gifts which we are about to receive from your bounty, through Christ our Lord. Amen. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Good evening, everyone.” Then she went back to her room.

The party broke up early. The people were uncomfortable sticking around. Then it was just the mother and father who were left. The little girl’s mom and dad looked at each other and said, “What are we doing? Where are we going with our family life?” And that Sunday they sat either side of their daughter in church.

What had happened was that the little girl offered the light of Christ to her parents. They received God’s invitation to conversion through their daughter. They had a chance to think things over and come back to the Lord.  And they did.  They were “Catholics coming home.”
In the bulletin this weekend there is a flyer entitled, “Will You Carry the Light?”  It is an invitation for you to invite someone who no longer practices our Catholic faith regularly to come here for six Thursday evenings, beginning on 6 October.  The program is called “Catholics Coming Home” and it gives participants the opportunity to heal from wounds and receive explanations about our faith and a warm welcome back home.

You might personally invite someone you know who no longer practices our Catholic faith regularly.  Or you might send them a copy of this flyer or leave it somewhere where they might find it.  Will you carry the light of Christ to them?

And I would ask you today to look into your own heart during this Mass and hear the Lord speaking to you. Is there any aspect of your living right now where you are saying no to God? God is asking you to think it over and, with his grace, to turn that no into a yes and follow through.

“God doesn’t love us because we’re good. God makes us good because He loves us.”  And THAT is our prayer.
